
As chair of the B’nai Brith
Canada Trusts and Estates
Group, Lawyers Division, it is
my task to recommend to the
committee what the theme of
the annual CLE event might be
and who should be invited to
present. The committee ac-
cepted my suggestion to invite
a number of highly regarded
lawyers, academics and reli-
gious scholars to speak about
the Supreme Court of Canada’s
decision in the Rasouli case
and its impact on end-of-life
treatment for incapacitated pa-
tients. One of the presenters

said that this seminar is differ-
ent because it will hit each pre-
senter and attendee personally.  

Almost everyone has a family
member who has faced end-of-
life issues. In this article I want
to address the perspective of the
families who are involved in
these decisions by telling the
story of my beloved late mother
Ruth Wagner (may she rest in
peace) and one particular doc-
tor who inspired the theme of
this year’s CLE seminar.

My late mother suffered from
dementia. At one point she
could no longer feed herself
and was uncommunicative.
She would only say “that’s
right” or “yes.”  For our family
it was heartbreaking. 

Our mother survived
Auschwitz, she beat breast
cancer and was the foundation
of our family.  She was the li-
oness who protected all of us
and was reduced to a vulnera-
ble person trapped by a relent-
less, merciless disease that
robbed her of her abilities and
quality of life. The doctors
used what methodologies and

treatments that were available
to them to help. However, they
also made it clear that there
was no hope for recovery.

For those of you who know
the members of my family you
know that we live by a credo –
ein davar ha’omed bifnei haratzon
– which means that nothing
stands in the way of a resolute
will. In my family, if we knock
our heads against a wall – we
genuinely expect that it is the
wall that will break. When it
comes to advocating for one an-
other we, too, are relentless. 

I turned to my mother’s doc-
tors. They helped arrange for
my mother to participate in a
study that allowed her access
to an experimental drug called
Ebixa. A number of weeks
after my mother started taking
the drug she called my sister.
“Where are you,” my mother
asked. “I am sitting here all
alone. Get over here right
now.” We did. To say we were
shocked is an understatement.    

My family and I are eternally
grateful to my doctor friend.
For a short period my late fa-

ther, may he rest in peace, had
his partner again and we had
our mother back. 

Ebixa’s positive effect was
temporary, nonetheless to
those who suggest ‘useless’
medical care is an irresponsi-
ble use of resources better al-
located elsewhere, I reply that
the extra time with our mother
was priceless. To those who
suggest that the quality of life
is not worth preserving I share
another part of this story. 

My sister asked my mother,
“Mamma – where were you
during all this time.” 

My mother explained that she
was in a beautiful place with
lots of flowers. It was this land-
mark event in my family’s life
that inspired the idea for this
seminar because I understand
why some families want to keep
people on life support.  I also
think that as professionals who
deal with the analysis of statutes
and case law it is important to
remember the human element
intrinsic to this debate.

For both doctors and a pa-
tient’s family, end-of-life issues

give rise to difficult decisions. I
appreciate that some doctors, in
good faith, believe that keeping
certain patients on life support
serves no medical purpose be-
cause today’s medical science
may not be able to help the pa-
tient.  I also respect the fact that,
in their view, the best interests of
patients are not served if they
are artificially kept alive in these
circumstances. But, as evident
from my personal story, I also
know that where there is life
there is hope. The next discov-
ery of insulin or approval of
Ebixa may be around the corner.  

For me – this is a very special
seminar.  I am very grateful to
B’nai Brith, its CEO Frank Di-
mant, The Bank of Nova Scotia
Trust Company, Ian Hull, Kim-
berly Whaley and my partner
Greg Sidlofsky who agreed to
sponsor this event.  As well, I
wish to publicly express my
appreciation to Norm Gord-
ner, the Jewish Tribune’s editor,
my co-chair Anita Bromberg
and Katherine Tan, our event
coordinator. Without Anita
and Katherine we could not

deliver this quality seminar. 
The event will take place on

June 2, 2014, at Shaarei
Shomayim Synagogue, 470
Glencairn Ave., Toronto, ON
M5N 1V8. Registration is at 7:30
a.m. and the first presentation
will begin at 8 a.m. The event is
open to lawyers and accountants
and is eligible for CLE credits.
Those interested in attending
should contact Anita Bromberg,
B’nai Brith Canada, at (416) 633-
6224 ext. 130 or by e-mail at
abromberg@bnaibrith.ca

Charles B. Wagner is a Certified
Specialist in Estates and Trusts
and partner at Wagner Sidlofsky
LLP, a boutique litigation law
firm whose practice is focused on
estate, commercial and tax liti-
gation.
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JERUSALEM – The Committee
for Accuracy in Middle East Re-
porting in America (CAMERA)
has documented the evolution of
a lie, from a biased news report
to a full-blown libel.

More than a week ago, fol-
lowing the Lag Ba’Omer festiv-
ities, Ha’aretz News in Hebrew
published the following head-
line: Lag Ba’Omer: Settlers from
Hebron lit a bonfire in an olive
grove in Tel Rumeida. The arti-
cle states that: “The celebrants
chose to mark the holiday in
the heart of a Palestinian
neighbourhood in private
property belonging to the al-
Knibi family. At Mount Meron,
the festivities commemorating
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
begin.”

Subsequently publishing the
article in English, the headline
read as follows: Lag Ba’omer in
Hebron: Settlers Torch Palestin-
ian Orchard.

Amira Hass and Yair Ettinger,
who wrote the article, did not
actually claim that settlers
torched a Palestinian orchard.
They wrote: “Settlers in Hebron

celebrated Lag Ba’Omer Satur-
day night by lighting a bonfire in
an olive grove in the heart of the
Palestinian neighbourhood Tel
Rumeida. The grove, which be-
longs to the al-Knibi family, is lo-
cated in the front of a house
inhabited by the Youth Against
Settlements center, an organiza-
tion that documents settlers, sol-
diers and police in Hebron.

“The owners of the orchard
and their children looked on
with concern as the fire ap-
proached their olive trees, while
the young Israelis who were cel-
ebrating burned the flags of the
Palestinian Authority, Fatah and
the team of international ob-
servers. The group, which began
setting up the sound system
right as Shabbat ended, played
loud music, jumped around and
sang as they passed around
Palestinian homes, whose win-
dows are protected by iron bars.”

Hass and Ettinger did not write
that the settlers “torched” trees,
nor that the fire reached the
trees. While they note that set-
tlers burned various flags, they
make no mention of the burning
of any trees.

Following Ha’aretz’s publica-
tion of the false headline,

Ha’aretz writer Peter Beinart,
who is considered by some to be
one of America’s eminent jour-
nalists, took this falsehood one
step farther, tweeting to more
than 24,000 followers about a
“Lag Ba’omer pogrom.”

Following communication
from CAMERA’s Israel office, ed-
itors of Ha’aretz’s English edition
corrected the headline, which
falsely alleged that settlers
“torched” a Palestinian grove in
Hebron. They further published
a correction to the headline in
their print edition.

Beinart also later retracted his
vitriolic tweet.

CAMERA pointed out that
this erroneous headline, which
appears only in the English
edition, is a continuation of
the ongoing phenomenon
which they call “Ha’aretz, Lost
in Translation.” The well-doc-
umented pattern is consistent.
The English edition has re-
peatedly omitted or down-
played information that
appeared in the Hebrew origi-
nal concerning Arab violence
or wrongdoing, and has also
added erroneous misinforma-
tion concerning alleged Israeli
wrongdoing.

Evolution of a lie: Ha’aretz’s pogrom
that never was

Toronto

In honour of Ruth and a certain doctor

Charles’s mother Ruth Wagner

Charles Wagner

14- The Jewish Tribune -May 29, 2014 Jewishtribune.ca


