
TORONTO – George Banton,
88, was alone and
depressed. A 32- year-old
waitress named Muna enters
his life and gives it mean-
ing. He marries Muna and
makes a new will giving her
everything. At trial, Justice
Cullity set aside the will
finding that George Banton
lacked testamentary capaci-
ty and that Muna unduly
influenced him.

On May 16, 2011, a mock
appeal of the case will be
held at Shaarei Shomayim
as part of the Continuing
Legal Education Seminars
put on by the Lawyers Divi-
sion of Bnai Brith Canada,
Estate and Trusts Group.  

The trial judge’s finding as
to the invalidity of the will
was based on the fact that
George’s decision to disin-
herit his children was rooted
in the delusional belief that
one of his sons had assault-
ed him and that all of his
children were only interest-
ed in his money. Charles B.
Wagner (http://bit.ly/cwag-
ner) and Ian Hull
(http://bit.ly/ianhull) will
be the lawyers representing
Muna in the mock appeal
before Jordan Atin
(http://bit.ly/jordanatin). 

In the mock appeal, Wagn-
er will argue that, even if
George was incorrect in his

beliefs, there is case law
that stands for the proposi-
tion that the mistaken belief
of an untruth does not nec-
essarily qualify as a psy-
chotic delusion, if a reason-
able person could have
believed it to be true. Fur-
thermore, there are cases,
such as Chalmers v. Uzelac,
in which courts have found
that if the decision to disin-
herit was not the sole rea-
son for the disinheritance
then the will may be valid. 

Can we imagine how
George felt? He was alone
waiting for the mercy of a
phone call and visit from his
children. Arguably, that all
changed with Muna. Wagner
will suggest that George’s
main reason for changing his
will was his love of Muna –
not the delusional  beliefs

about his children.  However,
even if the court accepts Wag-
ner’s argument. that is not the
end of the debate.  

In the mock appeal, Archie
Rabinowitz (http://bit.ly/ara-
binowitz) and Kimberly Wha-
ley (http://bit.ly/kwhaley) will
be representing the Banton
children. Rabinowitz will
argue that, regardless of
George’s capacity, Justice Cul-
lity was correct in finding that
Muna unduly influenced him
into disinheriting his children.
If Muna did so, the will should
be set aside even if George had
testamentary capacity. The key
will be to demonstrate that
Muna’s influence was so great
and overpowering that the will
was not truly authored by
George. He did no more than
delegate his will-making
power to Muna.  Furthermore,

Rabinowitz will point out that,
at the time in question, George
was terminally ill with cancer.
He was frail, his hearing was
impaired, his memory was fail-
ing and he was detached from
reality. Accordingly, the thresh-
old for undue influence for
someone like George was sub-
stantially lower. 

The seminar, sponsored by
Scotia Private Client Group,
Shaarei Shomayim Syna-

gogue and B’nai Brith Cana-
da is designed to assist pro-
fessionals that deal with
issues relating to elder
abuse. Each attendee will
receive a binder and a flash
drive, which will contain
papers prepared by the
lawyers about different
aspects of the case as well
as some actual court docu-
ments relating to the case. 

At the end of the seminar,

there will be a question-and-
answer session. 

As noted above, the seminar
will be held Monday, May 16,
2011 at Shaarei Shomayim,
470 Glencairn Ave., ON M5N
1V8. Registration and break-
fast starts at 7:30 a.m. and the
seminar starts at 8 a.m. For
information or to register, call
Hyla Reichmann at (416) 633-
6224, ext. 128, or email hre-
i chmann@bna ib r i th . ca
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TORONTO – An enterprising
young woman and a valued
social group were recognized
for their good works recently.

Itanu Toronto, UJA Federa-
tion’s Inclusion Initiative, held
its fourth annual awards cere-
mony and gave kudos to the
Bagel Club of Jewish Family &
Child and Yaffi Ulman. The
event, which attracted a pre-
Passover crowd of about 100
people, took place at the
Canadian National Institute
for the Blind.

Founded in 2002 to enhance
the participation of special-
needs people in Toronto’s
Jewish community, Itanu
stakes out unusual territory.

“We don’t provide services,”
said Ellen Terry Cole, the
evening’s master of cere-
monies and the executive
director of the Miles Nadal
JCC. “We challenge, raise
awareness and build capacity
in community organizations

to make Toronto and the Jew-
ish community a more wel-
coming place.”

Keynote speaker Toni Silber-
man, whose husband lived
with ALS for 21 years, dazzled
the audience with a passion-
ate and articulate account of
her experiences.

“People with disabilities are
social beings,” she said.
“They, like us, need the touch
of another hand, the smile
and laughter of friends.”

Each of this year’s award
recipients inhabits a different
niche in the special-needs
community.

The Bagel Club provides
more than just bagels. At two
Toronto locations, its mem-
bers come together once a
week to discuss world events,
attend group outings and sim-
ply shoot the breeze. Most
importantly, though, is the
mutual respect and authentic-
ity that the group brings to
adults experiencing social iso-
lation and mental-health
issues.

Ulman, on the other hand,
has devoted her energies to
children with disabilities.
From her work with Friend-
ship Circle and Chai Lifeline
to her own five-year-old offer-
ing, Camp Aim, she has come
a long way from the girl who,
when asked seven years ago
to volunteer, replied, “I do not
do special needs.”

While both honourees cater
exclusively to people with
special needs, Itanu strives to
change the wider communi-
ty’s attitudes. According to
Sandi Pelly, the group’s sole
staff member, it ensures that
people with special needs are
allowed to participate fully in
Jewish communal life, even
by adding elevators for the
physically disabled. 

“If we can only continue to
infuse inclusion throughout
the community,” said Pelly,
“we’ll know that we’ve been
successful when Itanu Toron-
to is no longer needed.”

Itanu Toronto honours woman, social group

YAFFI ULMAN
Itanu Toronto honouree
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TREB DISTRICT NO2

Realtron Realty Inc. Brokerage

9922 SSeeaabbrreeaazzee AAvvee -- $$773399,,880000
Thornhill Woods. Stunning 4
bdrm w/rare 3rd flr loft. 3
Balconies. Main flr library. Fam
rm open to gourmet kit. Lavish
mstr ens. Outstanding sq ftg
w/flowing layout & formal rms.
Great corner lot! Fantastic loc’n.
MLS # N2018671

6622 GGlleennffoorreesstt DDrr –– 991199,,880000
Magnificent rare ranch bungalow
at Bathurst & Centre. Great
sprawling layout with a finished
bsmt w/3 bdrms, rec rm, fam rm
& 2nd kit: Easy rent-out bsmt!
Inground pool oasis. 
MLS # N2028857 

55 EEmmeerraalldd LLaannee - 6th Flr Unit –
SSOOLLDD!! for 100% of Asking Price!
55 EEmmeerraalldd LLaannee 3rd Flr Unit –
SSOOLLDD!! for 99% of Asking Price!

3377 PPiillkkiinnggttoonn CCrreess - $$555599,,880000

Spacious 4 bdrm home w/functional

layout. Mn flr fam rm. Lrg mstr & 4 pc

ens. & w/I closet. Huge fin bsmt

w/full kitchen, rec rm, full bath & 5th

bdrm; Perfect in-law suite or teen

quarters. MLS # N2085314

2266 RRoosseegglleenn CCrreess - $$339999,,880000
Huge 4 bdrm bungalow. Great
size rms. 2 Full renovated baths.
Quiet st w/lrg lots & well main-
tained homes. Massive 3 br bsmt
w/new eat-in kit & lrg rec rm
w/frpl. Rental income opportuni-
ty. MLS # W2084302

2233 AAmmbbeerrttyy SStt - $$551199,,880000
Gorgeous 4 bdrm home in desir-
able Thornhill Hill Woods. Mn flr
fam rm w/frpl. Open concept. Lrg
eat-in kit w/o to 16x21’ deck.
Skylight. Hdwd flrs th’out mn.
Lavish mstr ensuite. 2 Car
garage. 

111199 BBeettttyy AAnnnn DDrr - $679,800
Remarkable 3 br bungalow on
sprawling lot in heart of North
York. Generous sq ftg. Flooded
w/natural light. Huge 2 br fin
bsmt w/kit, b/I bar & lrg rec
area.in-law suite or perfect for
entertaining.


